
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Robyn Berkley 

Department: Management & Marketing 

Email Address: rberkle@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-2735 

Campus Mail Box: 1100 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

One funded student only. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[] This project deals with community outreach. 

[x] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

6-9 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

MGMT 495, up to 3 credit hours 

Location of research/creative activities: 

They can work from their home if need be and via zoom to contact the client. 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, my project is truly interdisciplinary, please also mark me as interested in taking students from these 

areas: -- This current project may interest website designers, or students interested in education, 

communication, training and development, or international trade 

 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

We use URCA support to help NASBITE which is a professional association and non-profit organization. 

One initiative of NASBITE that currently needs support is their Trade-Passport project. The student will 

be asked to help do an assessment of the Trade Passport Website with its sponsoring partners to see if 

the website design is meeting their needs as service providers, and if users, state sponsors, and hosts 

have all of the information they need. 

   www.trade-passport.org 

Through this program, NASBITE provides trade training resources to SBDCs and other trade assistance 

providers to use with their clients and to generate referrals. So the state people that the site refers 

companies to are using the site both for current clients as well as an avenue to connect with new 

exporters. The state sponsors are both clients (we create the content and they subscribe) and also 

partners (many are members in the network and we all work together to help business expand). 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

The student will be responsible for working with me, Laura Wolff and the NASBITE board members to 

design the scope of the research question for the project and design and disseminate survey questions 

to assess their research needs. They will be taught how to use Qualtrics, how to design survey questions, 

and how to write a research report to meet client needs. 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

Students will present their research findings to the Board of NASBITE, and will also write a final report of 

their research findings. At the end of the project they will develop skills in conducting research, survey 

and question design, and learn more about International Trade and education. They will learn the bigger 

skills of working with clients and being responsive to client needs. 

Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

Students can work at whatever time best meets their schedule. We can meet face to face or virtually 

with the student to support the project at their convenience. 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

transportation is not needed. 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

It is beneficial to understand basic statistics...means, medians, etc. Students should be willing to to learn 

Qualtrics, and learn survey/research design. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

n/a 


